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PSALM XXvii. 13, 14. 


1 had fainted, unleſs I bad believed, to ſee the 
Goodneſs of the ORD, in the of the 


Living. 

Wait the LORD, be? of good Courage, and 
he ſhall ſtrengthen thine Heart: Wait, I ſay, 
on the LORD. 


nas HAT the Author of this Pſalm 
es. was DAv1p, is agreed on al! 
Hands. The Title at the Head 
1 thereof, (which 1s as authentick 

7 as the Pſalm itſelf) at firſt Sight 
diſcovers it. It ſeems plainly to 
have been penn'd on Occaſion of ſome Affliction, 
which lay very heavy on David's Spirits. 
What it was in particular, we cannot be cer- 
tain; neither is it material, whether we know 


itor no. What encouraged the Pſalmiſt, under 


his preſent afflictive Circumitances, was the 
former Experiences he had had of the Divine 
Direction and Counſel, Support and Preſervati- 
on. (Verſe 1, 2.) The LORD is my Light 
and my Salvation, Whom ſhall I fear? Th: 
LORD is the Streugth of my Life, Of whom ſh! 
T be afraid? When the wicked, even mine Enemie, 
and Foes, came upon me to eat up my Fleſh, the 
fumbled and fell. Go» had been good to him i: 
Limes paſt, and the Divine Goodneſs he belie vd 
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and truſted, would be contained to him the re- 
maining Part of his Days. Under that Faith 
and Hope, he ſtirieth up himſelf to Courage 
and Patience, in the Words of my Text. 


Tur Original is very emphatical, the 
dpeech being very abrupt; for I had fainted 
is not in the Hebrew, and therefore you find 
it printed ina different Character in your Bibles. 
David, upon Conſideration of his Enemies Cru- 
elty and Falſhood, which he mentions in the 
latter Part of the foregoing Verſe, paufeth, and 
is at a Stand, as tho? he wanted Words to expreſs 
the Deplorableneſs ef his State and Circumſtan- 
ces; was it not for his Confidence in the Divine 
Gcodneſs? Falſe Witneſſes are riſen up ' againſt 
me, and ſuch as heat le out Cruelty, nnleſs.[ 
bad bel:zyed, to ſee the Goodneſs of the LORD in 
the Land of the Living, q. d. What would have 
become of me? My Spirits would have been 
quite funk and I muſt have given Way to De- 
ſpair, if I had not believed: The Goodnels of 
Gor was my only Support and Refuge: Gon 
had promiſ:d he would reſtore me to Reſt and 
Peace, ard I belicved he would be as good as 
his Word. Wait on the LORD, &c. Be pa- 
tient, therefore, O my Soul, in Expectation of 
Go vs appointed Time: Pluck up thy Courage, 
Gon ſhall uphold and ftrengthen thee: Give 
not over thy Expectations from the Lox. 


Ir is at the Deſire and Requeſt of our lately 
deceaſed Friend, Mrs. BURTON, that I have 
chaſen theſe Words as the Sabject of my preſent 

: | ED Diſcourſe 
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Nifcourſe - unto you. . She apprehended that 
they were ſuitable to her own Caſe. She had 
found the Benefit, and taſted the Sweetneſs of 
a ſerions Conſideration of them, to her own Soul, 
and therefore thought they might, if duly re- 
fle&ed on, be of like Uſe and Advantage to her 


ſurviving Relatives, Friends, and Others, in 


the ame Condition. In order to anſwer her pious 
Deſign and Intention, I ſhall endeavour | Gov 
willing} in as plain a Manner as I am able, to 
diſcourſe from them to your ſpiritual Good. 


Ann the Propofition I would advance as 
the Subject of my Diſcourſe from them, is 
this: 


SUCH are the Troubles and Difficulties that 


good Perſons are frequently exerciſed with, in 


this World, that was it not for their Faith in 
the Goodneſs of the Lo xv, they would faint 
under them. | 


Dav1yD, without Doubt, was a good Man; 
he hath that Character given him in Scripture, 
That be was a Man after G0 D'“ own Heart; 
yet none more diſtreſſed and afflifted at Times 
than he, which he very pathetically bemoans 
in ſeveral of his Pſalms; and the chief, nay, 
the only Conſideration that upheld his faint- 
ing Spirits, was, the Goodneſs of the Loxn. 
And many a pious Perſon, ſince David's Day, 
hath had like Trials, and found Comfort only 
in the ſame Conſideration, 


Is 


64 


Ix ſpeaking to this Propoſition particularly, 
my Method ſhall be: 5 2 


Firſt. BzIETI x to point out to you ſome 
of thoſe Troubles and Difficulties, that good 
Perſons are frequently exercis d with, in this 
World. 


Secondly, To enquire whence it is, that a 
good Go p is often pleas'd, in his Providence, 
to permit good Perſons to be exercis'd with 
ſuch Troubles and Difacultics in the World. 


Thirdly, To ſhew you how the Faith of 
good Perſons in the Goodneſs of the Lox op, 
tends to ſupport their faigting Spirits, under 
thoſe Troubles and Difficulties which they 
are exerciſed with in the World. 


Fourthly, I sXA LL conclude with a ſuite 
able Reflection or two. 


Firſt, IA to point out to you ſome of 
thoſe Troubles and Difficulties, that good Per- 
ions may be, and frequently are exercis'd with, 
in this World. 


HZRE the Time will not permit me to 
enlarge, neither indeed is it neceſſary, ſince 
they are ſo often ſeen and felt. However, I 
think it will not be amiſs, to give you a ſhort 


Sketch of them: And, in order hereunto, I 


ſhall conſider them as they relate | 
7 os Fin, 
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Fir, To their Bodies. 
R To their Minds. 


Thirdly, To their outward Connie and 
Circumftances in Life. 4 


Firſt, TnERE are Troubles and Difficulties 
which go d erſons may be, and or are 
exercitcd with, that relate to their Bodies 


Tut Fall and A poſtacy of Man st faſt 
from Go p, entaibd. "Miſery on bath Parts of 
the Human Compoſition: The Bod ouy, Das well 
at the. Mind, — felt the fatal Effects of it. 
Gon's Judgment on Adam, reached nat only 
himſelf, but all his natural Offspring, Gen. iii. 
177 18, 1 9.) Unto Adam, be ſaid, Rn thou 
baſt bens to the Voice of 105 Wife, — haſt 
eaten * the Tree, of which I commanded thee, ſa 
ng, 3 not cat of it, curſed is the Ground 

by Sake; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of ĩt al 1 
Da of thy Life, Thorns alſo and Thifiles 
bring erth-unto thee, and thou ſhalt eat the Herb of 
ths Field; in the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat 
Bread, til thou return to tbe Gromid; for ont of 
it waſt thoutaken ; for Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt 
ſhalt thou return, Man- immediately became 
mortal, and all the Seeds of Death were here- 
upon planted in his corporeal Frame: A Train 
ct Difeaſes were commiſſioned to take Poſſeſſion 
thereof; and Sickneſs and Pain he was ſuhjected 
töithe Feeling of, till the dark and eee 
VP has — Habitaien, 119 W 
L L 
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1 1 Mankind are the unhappy Olfsrring 
of th1s unhappy and degenerate Parent, and 
derived flom ham a Conſtitution equally corrupt, 
rail, and mortal with his, for hs can bring 
a cleaw Thing ont of an unclear ? Not one. [ Fob 
Ziv. 4.] By one Mar: Sin entred into the Wortd, 
and Death by Sin. [Rom. v. 12.) 


i re and Imrrortality are indeed brought 
to Light by by the Goſpel, and we are aſſuted 
* * nee by _ came Deith. by Man 
© tame: he fe upon of the Dead; for as in 


| Alem al die, fo in CHRIST ball all be made 


alive. | t Cor. . 21, 22.) The Decree 3; 
fill Tee Tb, that all 'mnſt die. There is mo 
Man that bath Power 6wer the Spirit, to retain 
the Spirit; neither bath he Power in the Day of 
Death; aud there is nd Nijcbarge in that Wax, 
[Ecclef. viii. 8.} The Fore-runners-of. Death 
have à like univerſal Sway; and Weakneſs; 
Pains, and Aches, more or Ieſs, are the Portion 
of all the Children of Men: Piety and Good: 
neſs, in this Reſpect, makes no Difference be- 
tween the human Race; Bodily Afffictions, tho 
ſanctified, are the Lot of the Godly, as well 
as the Wicked ; Holineſs in the Soul is no 
Bar againſt the Diſorders of the: Nee, 
Fever, 0 bolick, or oo” ” 


An  vpright Fob we bear ecmplaining in 
the Bitterneſs of his Soul. [Cap. vn. 3, 4. 
That veariſome Nights rere appointed bim; that 
when be lay donn, be ſaid, when 274 1 ariſe, 
ard the Niibt be Jones 2 and that be was -fulb of 


Toftngs 
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Toſings to and fro, unto the Dawning of tis 
Day. 


| Secondly, Tun Troubles and Difficulties 
which good Perſons may be, and ate frequently 
exerciſed with, may be conſidered, as having 
relation to their Minds. | 


A Work of Grace, my Brethren, begun 
in the Soul by the Spirit of Gop in this 
Life, is at beſt but imperfect : A good Man may 
be tut a weak Chriſtian. The Guilt of Sin 
may be removed, and the Power and Dbminzon 
of Sin ſubdued, and yet the Body of Sin not de- 
ſtroyed. As long as. Believers are in theſe 
fleſhly Tabernaclrs, there will he a Law in 
their Members warring againſt the Law of their 
Minds, and endeavouring to bring them into Capti- 
vity to the Law of Sin, .which is in their Members, 
What thro' the Temptations of the World, Fleſh, 
and Devil, Relapſes into Sin, even in graczous 
Perſons, are not very uncommon ; Viſible and 
ſenſual Objeas have not altogether loſt their In- 
fluence over the beſt Saint on Earth: P:ide and 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs and Worldly-minded- 
ne 8, have ftil! ſome Seeds remaining in the moſt 
humble and heayenly Perſon: The Devil alſo 
is ever on the Watch to take the Saints in an. 
unguarded Hour; and hurry them, by the 
Means of the then prevailing Paſſion, into 
Sn; David, and Hezekiab, and Piter, ftand on 
Record as Monuments of Satan's Cunning and 
Policy on this Account. Theſe actual Tranſe 
greſhons of ſincere Believers revive their former 

"TIP 
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Cenſe of Cuilt, ard open a fre Scene of Sor- 
row: Their Conſciences, when again awaken- 
cd, ſting them to the Quick; and their Humzl1- 
ations, under a Senſe of their Falls are hardly 
to be exprels d: Go p, in a Way of Puniſhment 
on ſuch Occaſions, is plealcd to withdraw the 
Light of his Countenance, to with-held the 
cheering and comfortable Influences of his hg] 

and ble ſſed Spirit , and then Doubts and Fears, 
as to their eternal lntcreft and Welfare, flow in 
upon them, and in a Manner, overwhelm their 
Souls, I cannot better expreſs the Senfe and 


Feeling of ſuch, than in the Werds of David, 


who ſpake from his own Experience, (Pſalm 


XXXVi11, 1, 2, &c.) O Lerd, rebuke me not in 
thy Vratb, neither cbaſlen me in thy bot Been 
for thine Arrows ſtick ſaſt in me, and thy Hard 


preſſe th me ſore : There is %0 Soundneſs in my Fleſh 


be.au;e of thine Anger; neither is there any. Reſt in 
my Bones becauſe of my Sin: For mine Iriquitics 


are gone over my Head, as an heavy Burthen; they 


are too becatf of me: My Wounds flink and are 


cerrn;t, becauſe of my Foohſbneſs : I am tronbled, 
Fam lowed own greatly, I go mourning all the 
Day lorg, e | 


* Thirdly, Txe Troubles and Difficulties 
Cat attend good Perſous in this World, may 
be confidered, in Reference to their cxternal 
State and Condition in Life. 8 


— 
- 


Tunis is found to be ro unftuitful Source, 


oftentimes of Calamity and Sorrow, to a geo, - 
Parſon, In the V orld (ſays our bl. led &. Vicur 


0 


bob 
| 
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his Diſciples. Jobn xvi. 23.) ye hall bavg 
Ttbulation, * no falſe Prophet hath Cori 
been found in this Prediction; for the World 
hath been ſeen, and will be ſtill ſeen, to be a 
Place of Trouble and Miſery to pions Souls. 
Thro' many Tribulatiou muſt thay enter into the 
Kingdom of GOD. (Adds iv. 22. 


TA GOD of Nature hath implanted in 
the Breaſts of all Men, a tender and affeclion- 
ate Regard for thoſe wa are nearly related to 
them: Unleſs they have put off the human Na- 
ture they muſt bear a Part in whatever doth be- 
fall them, they will rejoice with them when they 
do rejoice, aud we'p with them when they weep. 
How can it be otherwiſe, but that a loving 
Husband and Wife myſt be very fcelingly 
impreſs'd with the Concerns of each other? 
And muſt not that Parent be werſe than a 
Brute, who hath nat at Heart the Intereſt and 
Welfare of his Poſterity? And every. Relation 
in Life hath, in Proportion, its Weight and 
Influence. Should Relations, therefore, miſ- 
behave, as to their Duty; or miſcarry, as to 
their temporal Affairs; ſhould they prove 
unloving and 4 ; or by their Miſconduct, 
or throug'1 L-»fles, or any other Wavy be reduced, 
it is impoſſihle but the Heart of every conſi- 
dering Perſon muſt be ſenſibly touch d, and 
Grief and Sorrow wil be the ungvaidable 
Conſequence: It 1s a cnlpable Indolence; it is 
Stupidity to a bigh Degree not to be affected 
on ſuch Occaſions: And as the Grace of Gov 


quickens and 00 a CHiſtian the mere to 8 
, 5 2 


Sente 
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Senſe and Performance of relative Duties, the 
more gracious and good a Perſon is, ſuch Oc- 
currences of Life will go the nearer him. | 


As Aix, a loving and dutiful, and proſ- 

perous Relation, in a Manner engroſſeth our 
Heart; ſuch an one is the Joy and Cornfort 
of our Lives: We think of him, we look upon 
him with the greateſt Satisfaction and Pleaſure: 
To part with fuch an ene, now, in the midff of 
our delightful Hopes and Expe&ations, to ſee 
Him cut off before our Eyes by Death, and be- 
hold him lodg'd in the cold Earth, a Perſon 
muſt have an Heart of Stone not to be impreſs'd 


hereby. 2 


BrsrDEes, their own low and mean Cir- 
cumſtances in the World (though good Per- 
ſons are ſo far refigned to the Will of Gop, 
as not to murmur againſt the Divine Provi- 
dence, at their being brought into them, or ſiit- 
fered to continue in them; and may be able 
to ſay in a great Meaſure with St. Pati, I bare 
earnt. in whatever State JI am, tb be content) 
yet, I ſay, their low and mean Circumſtances 
in Life is a Foundation cf great Trcnble and 
Difficulty to good Perſons. To be at the Head 
of a large and growing Family, which, it may 
he, hath but the bare Neceſſaries of Life, and 
to fee, in all human Appearance, no certain 
Proſpect of a long Enjoyment even of 
them; to be perpetually haunted in ſuch a 
Circumſtance, with Apprehenſions of IlInels, 
or to have the melancholy Spectacle _— 
5 . "I at x. their 
Ht 
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their Eyes, of a beloved Relative afflicted, how 
ſharp and ſevere the Trial is, no Tongue can 
expreſs, nor Heart conceive, but their's who are 
exerciſed therewith. 


I proceed, 


Secondly, To enquire whence it is, that a 
good Go p is pleaſed often, in his Providence, 
to permit good Perſons to be exerciſed with ſuch 
Troubles and Difficulties in the World. 


THAT the Providence of Gop over-rules 
all the Affairs of this lower, as well as of the 
upper World, there is no Man, that uſeth his 
Reaſon, can deny, That ,every particular Oc- 
currence in Life, proceeds fr:m the Will of our 
heavenly Father, is a Truth fo often and ſo 
pl:inly inculcated in the ſacred Scriptures, 
that there is none who believes them to be 
a Divine Revelation, can make any Doubt 
about it. Innumerable, almoſt are the Places 
that might be alledged ont of the Bible to this 
Purpoſe. I ſhall only, at this Time, refer you 
to theſe two, (1 Sam. 11. 6, 7.) The LORD 
Iilleth and maketh alive; be bringeth down to 
the Grave, and bringeth np: The LORD ma- 
ket poor, and maketh rich; be bringeth low and 
lifteth up. (Pſalm Ixxv. 6, 7.) Promotion cometh 
neither from the Faſt, vor from the Weſt, vor 
from the South, but GOD is the Judge; be tut- 
te th down one and re. _ 


TnAT 
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"THAT the ſupreme Governor of the World 
is infinitely good, we are as certain, as that he 
exiſts at all. Both Reaſon and Revelation 
concur in aſſuring vs, that he delighteth not 
himſelf in the Milery of his Creatures; that 
be doth not aflidt willingly, nor grieve the Children 
of Men. (Lam. 11. 33.) 


TnarT good and pions Perſons are peculiarly 
approv'd and belov'd by Gop, is an ivpdil- 
putable Truth; The rigbteons LORD muſt 
love Righteouſneſs, and his Countexance behold the 
Upright, (Pſalm i. 7.) They are his, (tho' an 
imperfe&) Image. Their Goodneſs is the Ef. 
fe& of his Grace; and Gop cannot deny 
— 5 nor diſregard the Work of his own 

n f 


Scr, therefore, this good and gracion, 
GOD is pleaſed often, in his Providence, t 
permit good Perſons to he exerciſed with ſe- 
vere Troubles and Dijihculties in Life, we may, 
we muſt conclude, that he hath infinitely 
wiſe Reaſons for this his Conduct. One or 
two of which I ſhall endeavour to lay before 
you. 


Fir, I u E purging away of Corruption is 
one very wile Reaſon, why a good GOD 


1s pleaſed, in the Courſe of his Providence, 


to permit often good Perſons to be exercilcs 
with ſevere Troubles and Difficuities in Life. 


* 
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\ Graces in the Heart, Chriffians, is like 
Gold in the Ore; which is very good and 
precious in itſelf, hnt is not pure and unmiz'd's 
there is a great deal of Droſs and Pollation 
ſticking to it, Which it is the Buſineſs of the 
Refiner- to Clear it ef, and the Operation is ge · 
nerally made by Fire : The ſame Effect; now, 
that Fire hath ou Gold, Afflictions and Trou; 
dies in this Life have on the Graces of good 
Perſonis; the remaining Filth that adheres ta 
them, is hereby ſcour d away. Hence it is, that 
we nd 3 in the ſacred Scriptures, the one fo often 
rePr Uented as teſemblin — other, (Alal. iii 
2, 2.) Who may abide the Day of bis coming? and: 
who ſhall and when he b f _ be 7s _ 
« Rifin:r's Fire, and like Fullers \ 
hall ft as a Refiner and Purifier of Wer — 
Je thall purify the Sons of Levi, and them 
as Gold and Silver, that they may - unto the: 
LORD an Offering i in Righteouſneſs. (Iſa. i. 25.) 
I wil! turn mine Hand upon thee, and purely purge: 


1 thy Dos s, and take away all thy Iin. 


Secondly ANOTHER: Reaſon why A good 
GOD i plcafed often, in his Providence, to 
permit Perſons to be exerciſed with ſe- 
vere Troubles: and Difficulties in the World, is, 
in order to the Exerciſe, 5 and 
increaſe of their Graces.” NID 

Tuts is an Anat the Apoſtle FRY 
to induce the believing, ſuffering Hebrews. 
to ſubmit with Patience and Reſignation o 
Divine Providence. (H-5. xii. 9, 10, 11.) We 1723 


Lo 3 


bad Fithers of our Fleſh, who correded us, and 
we gave them Re verence; 5 we xot much ra- 
ther be in Subjection to t Father of . Syirits, 
and: live? for they, verily, for a few Days chaſten- 
ed ut aſter their on Pleaſure, Lut be for cup 
Profit, that we might be Partakers of lis lolineſs, 
Now: wo chaſtening, for the preſent, ſeemet h jop ons 
bat grievous; nevertheleſs, afterwards it hieldeth, 
the p Fruits of Rigbteonſneſs unto them 
who are exerciſed thereby. i : 


Ir is reported of the Palm-Tree, that the 
mort it is laden and depreſs'd the deeper Root 
it takes; the ſtronger it grows, and flouriſheth 
the better. Much the ſame are the: Graces 
of A Criſtian : Proſperity is not a proper Soil 
always ſor them to grow in: Adverſity fre- 
quently is the beſt Manure for them, and they 
thrive and flouriſh beſt under a Load of At- 
flictiohs: Hence, ät may be, the Righteous in 
Scripture are compared to it, (Halm xlu, 12.) 
The Righteous ſhall: flouriſh like the F:lm-Tree, 
The Root of a Tree may be alive the 
Ground; and yet none of the Branches and 
Fruit thereof ſhew themſelves, thre' the Means 
of a diy Seaſon, and a continued Sun-ſhine; 
ſome: Showers of Ram are neceſſary to that 
End; Thus, there, may be the Seeds of true 
Grace in the Heart, which would lie dormant 
there, was G0 D, in his Providence, to bleſs 
Pedple with an uninterrupted Series of worldly 
Happineſs. As to Perſons of a vicious Diſpo- 
ſition and Temper, we may ſee as well as 


read, that, Becauſe the; have 10 Clarges MF 
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5ot GOD. (Pſalm lv. 19.) They are thereby 
tha more hardened in their Impieties, and 
grow worſe and worſe The Proſperity f Fools 
all deft, oy them. (Prov. i. 32.) And even the 
Graces of good Perſonis, under the warm Gales | 
of conſtant Eaſe and Plenty, in this Life, are 
very liable to languiſh, ſicken and in a Man- 
ner, die away; at leaſt, they do not flourith 
and grow towards Perfection: They need of- 
tentimes the Waters of Affi tin, to revive 
them; at leaſt, to wake them fat and fl u- 
ti ching. St. Paul wound never, in all human 
Appearance, have wale that ſhining Figure 
in the Church of CAR IST, had he been er- 
empted from thoſe ſevere Trials and Exerciſes. 
which we read of: He tells ns himſelf, Lf 
be ould be exalted above Meaſure, through the 
Abundance of the Revelations, ther? was given 
to him a Thorn in the Flch, the Meſſenger of 
Satan to buffet him, l/ be ſhould be exalted above 
Meaſure. (2 Cor. x11. 7) And how he tock his 
Aﬀictions at the Hands of GOD, we learn 
from his own Mouth ; and the Reaſon for 
which he bare them ſo well: (Rom. v 2. 4.) 
Ve glory (ſays he) in Tribulations, (Why >) 
knowing that Tribulation worketh Patience, and 
Patience Experience, and Experience Hop-. 


Thirdly, Axor nes good Reaſon why 
GOD is pleaſed in the Courfe of his Pro- 
vidence, to permit g od Perſons to be exer- 
ciſed with ſevere Troubles and Difficulties, is, 
that he might give them an Opportunity of 
evidencing to their own Conſciences their 
dincetity and Uprightneſs. AL As! 


1 


Ar As! Ciriſlians, we are too apt to im- 
poſe on ourſelves im our tpiitual Conce tus, 
and too ready to believe that we have thoſe 


Graces implanted within us, Which, in reality, 


we have not. As long as the World goes 
well with us, and we have no Pains within, 
nor Troubles without, to ruffle and diſt om- 
Poſe us; we flatter ourſelves that we truly 
love and truſt in GOD, and are duly ſub- 
miil.ve to his providential Will, and that no 
Occurrences of Providence would be able to 
ſtagger our Confidence in, or dimmiſh our 
Affection to him, and render us impatient and 
unreſigned to his IIleaſure: But how often 
may we have found our Miſtake? Till we 
are proved, we cannot well be aſſured how 


we ſhall behave. Cor Paflions, in a Timeof 


ſore Trial, may hurry us to AGions which 
we conld not, at preſent, think ourſelves ca- 
pable of being guilty of: {Lnke vii. 13.) 
They on the Reck, are they, who, when they 
bear, receive the Werd with Joy; and theje 
have no Root; who for a While believe, and in 
a Time of Temptation fall away. 


Tre Apoftles Advice, therefore, by the 
Way, is always good, (Rom. xi. 2c.) Fe not 
bigh-minded, but fear: (1 Cor. x. 12.) IWbere- 
fore let bim that*ftandeth, take Leed, leſt be fall. 
Afﬀiictio!s and Trou les draw fo.th to View, 
what before lay hid in our Hearts: They 
diſcover to us the Principles and Matives, 
the Views and Ends on which we have ht- 


therto acted: The latent Hy pocriſy of Mens 


| Hearts 
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Hearts is hereby many a Time diſcerned ; 
and thoſe who have paſſed in their own kyes, 
it may be, and in the Eyes of the World, 
for good P. ofeſſors, appear on theſe Occaſions 
often notorious Cheats and Deceivers. To 
prof.(s to love G()D, and place our Truſt 
in him, and be willing to be at his Diſpoſal; 
and to make curſelves believe ſo, when we 
enjoy a large Mealure of Health, as to our 
Bodies, a! d 1ave a Plenty of the Conveniencies 
and Comforts of Life, is a very eaſy Matter; 
but, una Day of Adverlity, when Health is im- 
paird, when Riches are fled and gone, when 
Pains and Poverty lay hold upon us; then 
to lay our Haus on our Breaſts, and ask 
our Conſciences, Do I new love the GCD of 
my Liſe? Cn I now place my Truſt in bim? 
I; it vow the Language of my Soul, The Will 
of the LORD be done? Deal with me ax 
thon pleaſeſt: I adore the Wiſdom of thy Diſ. 
penſutions, and deſire to bear the Rod, and th e 
who aft appointed jt : I would fain know the 
L-ſſon which thou wonldſt teach me by this aflictive 
Pr:vidence , and ſet myſelf, by thy Grace, to prac- 
tiſe it. Though thou ſlayeſt me, yet will I truſt 
in thee. (Fob xiii. 15.) To be able thus, on a 
ſober and ſerions Reflection, to ſay; and to 
at accordingly, is a-convincing Procf, not onl 
to ouriclves, but to the whole World, that we 
are, in Deed and in Truth, what we profeſs to 
be, viz. Godly and religious Perſons ; and con- 
' {equently, that we have a Title to all the bleſ- 
fed Promiſes of the Chriſtian Covenant, and 
may rejoice in Hope of that Glexry, which 
| C 2 CHRIST 
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CHRIST hath purchaſed for, and 60 
has promiſed to, all thoſe, who ſincerely 
l ve, and faithfully ſerve bim: For theſe 
Realons, therefore, may a good GON, in 
h's Provulence, pcrmit good Perſons to be 
exerciſed with ſevere Troubles and Difficul- 
ties in tis World. 


IT proceed, 


Thirdly, To ſhew how the Faith of grod 
Perſons, in the G.odnefs of the LOK b, 
tends to fupport their fainting Spirits, under 
thoſe Troubles and Afflictions, which they are 
exerciſed with in the World. 


THAT the ECpirits cf god Perſons have 
been kept fiom fainting under the maſt Ice 
vere Afflictions in Life, our Eves may have 
ſeen, or our Lars heard. Iheir Support the 
Have left on Kecord, and dec ared to be thuar 
Faith in GON?* Goodneſs. It cannot, there— 
fore, I hope, be connt(d 1mproper or unfeaſorable, 
on this Cccaton, if I end: avonr to ſhew you 
h' w their Faith in the Divine Grodn« (s is 
calculated and adapted to ſupport ther faint- 
ing Spirits. 


To a good Perfrn, who is throughly 
perſuaded that GOD is good; theſe Con- 
cluſions, I take it, muſt appear evident, on 
the leaſt Conſideration. 


Firſt, TAT GOD doth rot afflict un- 
neceſſarily. Secondly, 


| 
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Secondly, TInAT he will afford ſufficient 
Strength to bear what he lays on him. 


Thirdly, THaT he will ſandify his Af- 
flictions to his ſpiritual Good. 


Fourtbly, TRAT he will grant him an 
happy Veliverauce, at laſt, out of all his 
Troubles. 


Fir/t, A Goop Perſon, who truly believes 
the Goodneſs of GOD, cannot but conclude, 
that GOD doth not afflict wnneceſſarilz, him, 
or any of his Creatures. 


Trx1s is fo eſſential to all our natural 
Notions of G odnelſs, that the contrary Sup- 
poſition is a manifeſt Contradiction. Can I 
pollibly think that Man, a good Man; or 
that Parent, a good Parent; who, without 
any Provocetion or Reaſon, grieves and trou- 
bles any of his Fellow-Creatures, or his Chil- 
dren, who are under his Power? Certainly, 
No! How, therefore, can we think otherwiſe 
of GOD? To imagine the ſupreme Ruler 
of the World takes any Pleaſure in, or by a 
Jor'reign Act cf his Will, ſubjects his Creatures 
to Pain an Sorrow, even with reſpect to this 
Life, and much more with reſpect to an eter- 
nal State, 1s to repreſent him in ſach a Light 
as is moſt fitting for the infernal Spirit to 
appear in. Whenever our gool GOD, my 
Brethren, afflicts you, or me, or any of the 
human Race, in any Way ot Manner, we 

ought 
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ought to conclude he hath infinitely wiſe and 
Juſt Reaſons ſo to do; that he ſeeth it weed- 
Ful far us to be afflicted; that it is an In- 
ſtance of his Goodneſs thus to afflict us, as 
he deſigns our Good thereby; and though 
the Affliction he brings upon us, may be of 
ſome Continuance, and Fleſh and Blood be 
apt to riſe againſt it, as being too long and 
grievous, yet, if we ſcriouſly reflect on the 
Divine Goodneſs, cur Spirits cannot caſily 
fpk for we may hereby be aſſured, that 
GOD will continue it no longer than it an- 
wers the wiſe and gracious Ends, for which 
it was brought upon us; and to remove it 
ſooner from us, would be no Sign of his Love 
and Goodnels to us. 


Secondly, A Goop Perſon, fiom the Gond- | 
neſs of the LORD, may conclude, that GOD 
will afford Strength ſufficient to bear what 
he lays upon him. As a gocd GON cannct 
bind a needleſs, fo neither will he an intolerable 
Burthen on our Shoulders: As a Father piti- 
eth his Children, ſo the LORD pitieth ther. 
| that ſear bim; for be knoweth our Frame, be 
| remembreth we are Duſt, (Pſalm ciii. 12, 14.) 
| He will give Strength anſwerable to the Day | 
| of Trial. GOD is faithful, who will not ſuff.r |/ 

ou to be tempted abrve that ye are able; bit 
will, with the Temitati:n, al o nale a May to 

eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. (1 Cor. x. 

13.) Paul found it, and hath recorded it as 
da great Truth, by his own Fxperience 

{2 cor. ui. 9, 10.) For this Thing, (i. 3 | 
Ian 
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Thorn in the Fleſh) I beſought the LORD 
thrice, that it might depart from me; and be ſaid 
unto me, My Grace is ſufficient for thee, for 
my Strength 1s made perfect in Weakneſs : 
Moſt glrdly, therefore, will I rather glory in 
my [»firmities, that the Power of C HRIST may 
reſt upon me. Therefore I take Pleaſure in In- 
firmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſttes, in Ferſe- 
eutions, in Dijtrejjes, for ( HRIST's Sake, for 
when I am weak, then am I ſtrong. Ty 


Thirdly, A Goop Perſon may concudel, 
from the Goodnels of GON, that he will ſanc- 
tify his Affliction to his ſpiritual Good. 


 AFFLICTIONs fanctified are doubtleſs 
the greateſt of Mercies. Many a Saint, now 
in Happiness and Glory, hath more Reaſon to 
thank GOD for what he ſuffered in this Life, 

than all the worldly Comforts he ever enjoy'd. 
Tn xe one would have prov'd a fatal Snare to 
him, whilſt the other, thro' the Grace of GOD, 
hath been an effectual Means of his Advance- 
ment in Virtue and Gœodneſs here; and con- 
ſequently, of that Bliſs he is now in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of. GOD (as I intimated above) de- 
ligned, by theſe Troubles, to exerciſe, im- 
prove, and incteaſe the Graces of good Per- 
ſons; and to evidence to them, their own 
Sincerity: This hath been, and this will be 
the bleſſed Effect of them, to all ſincerely 
gcod Men: By the Means cf them, they have 
been enabled to die daily wnto Sin, and to 
| live 
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live unto Righteouſneſs: [Halm cxix, 67,7 
Before I was afſlicted I went a'tray, but now ha de 
T kept thy Word. Afflictions have taught them, 
the Emptineſs and Vanity, the Uniuitableneſs 
and Unſatisfactor ineſs of all Creature-Comforts, 
and have raiſed their Thoughts, and ) fires, 
and Aﬀections more towards GOD and Hea- 
ven, and the inviſible ſ>1:itnal Happineſs of 
the other World; and their Increaſe and 
Growth of Grace hereby, hath laid a Foun- 
dati n of an higher Seat of Glory in the up- 
per Regions. Hear an experienced Man m 
this Cale: (2 Cor. 1v. 16, 17, 18.) For this 
Cauſe we faint not; but tho' our outward Man 
periſh, yet the inward Man 1s rexewed Day by 
Day; for our light Aſlidion, which is but for 
a Moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal Werght of Glory, while we look not 
at the Things which are ſren. but at the Things 
which are not ſeen; for the Things which are ſeen 
are temporal, but the Things which are not ſeen; 
are eternal. This is the Couſideration, alſo, 
that St. Rter offers to the Believers he writes 
to, for their Encouragement and Comfort : 
(1 Eph. i. 6, 7.) Tho' now for a Seaſon. if 
Need be, ye are in Heavineſs thr manifold 
Temptations, that the Trial of your Faith, being 
much more precious than of Gold. that per1ſheth 
tho* it be tried with Fire, might be found un- 
to Praije, aud Hononr, and Glory, at the Ap- 
pearivng of JESUS CHRIST: St Fame: al- 
ſo ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe : (Chap. i. 2, 
3, 4.) My Brethren, count it all Foy when je 


fall into divers Temptations ; knowing this, * 
1 t ht 
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the Trial of your Faith worketh Patierce; but let 
Patie:.ce bade ber jerfet Mork, that ys may be 
erfec and entire, wanting nothivg. Hence 
thole Words of the Plalmiſt: [Halm xciv. 12.] 
Bleſſed is the Man whom thon chaſleneſt, O LOKD, 
and teacheſt out of thy Law. 


Fourthly, A Goop Perſon, from the Good- 
neſs cf GOD, may conclude, thet he will 
grant him an happy Deliverance, at laſt, ont 
of all his Troubles. 


I WILL not, fays GOD, { Taiab len. 16. 

contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth ,, for 
the Spirit ſhould fail before me, and-the Souls hic 
I bave made; for the Iniquity of bis Covetouſneſs, 
was I wroth, and ſmote bim; I bid me, and was 
vroth; aud he went on frowardly in the Way of his 
Heart; I have ſeen bis Vays, and will beal him; I 
will lead him alſo, and will reſtore Comforts to him 
and to his Monrners. (Chap. liv. 7, 8.) For a 
mall Moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
Mercies will I gather thee: In a little Wrath I bid 
my 8 thee, for a Moment, but with ever- 
laſing Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith 
the LORD, thy Redeemer. 


Ir GOD ſeeth it to be conducive to his own 
Honour and Glory, and their real Good, even in 
the Land of the Living, ſhall good Men ſee the 
Effects of his Goodneſs : He will heal their Sick- 
neſſes, he will caſe all their Pains, he will raiſe 
them from a Bed of Languiſhing, and repair 
their ſhatter'd Conſtitutions ; he will give 1 
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the Conveniencics and Comforts af ih.s Lie fn 
a large Meaſurc, it to be, his own Nane all 
be hoi.oured and glorified the more in the 
World, or the {pyuuil State of their Suuls 
would be improved thereby : His Geodneis 
will inchne cur heavenly Father thereto and 
many good Teſens have experienced Gs 
Coocmeis and Beunty in this Reſped. Ihe 
Cale of Fob was very remarkable ; He was, In 
GOD's own Account, a zerfedt and npru bt Mar. 
one that feared GOD and chert d Evil : fie 
was a Mau as great mthe Wold as he was gocd; 
he had a pleutiful Eftate, a large Family, mauy 
loving Relations, was beloved cf all around 
him. and enzoy'd a great Share of Health : 
GOD {fr his Trial] was pleaſed to urn the 
Fables, aud we ſoon ſee ham quite the Reverſe 
et what he was: Fas Eſtate was plundei d. Lis 
whole Family of Childien taken away. tis Kin- 
{.lks failed him, his familiar Friends forgot 
him, aud his Acquaintance were eſt rar ged ſiem 
him: Ihoſe Afflid ions were of no {hut Dur- 
tion; but when the End of GOD in them ves 
aniweied, his Providence ſhone upon him «gain 
with brighter and warmer Ravs than ever; = 
we read, | Fob x111. 10, 12.] The LORD avs 
Job twice as mach as he bad befcre, ard Llefj.d bit 
latter Fd more than bis Begramnn g. ; And the ſame 
would be the Dealings cf CCD u Wards all 
good Men in this World, after their Troubles 
end Pifliculties, as gracidus and bountiful, did 
he not fore;ee, that they weuld anſwer no valu- 
ble Vi pols, cither as to his Glory, cr Leer 
eal aud eternal Cod. 
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Bet Tits we may be aſliged of fr m the 
Gog.iyets of GOD that tho' the Scene of their 
ow and Troubles ſhould be continned wn 
the Fnd of thew Days in this World, it will 
ther be ſhi) ph ed. and their Troubles f. eder have 
un End: fen heil tene ter into Race; they 


fall reſt ix their Beis; cach ono walking in bis Up- 


rightneſs : (Llaiah vii: 2.) Bleſſed are the Deal 
who die in the LORD, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith 
the Spirit that they may ret from, their Labonrs, 

ard t heli I 69 * dn follor ten. (Rev. Xiv. Tk ) 
GOD fail then vie awry al! Trat from their. 
Ayes, avd tene hen be wo more Death, neither Sor - 
„om 167 (vine, neith. 1 ud there be any mare Pain, 
tor the former Lg are p1ſſe.l away, (Rev. xxi. 
. When aP ron, now. doth ſoberly conſider 
melt Things, he cannot de res. t'-a*; the 
Faith of g od Perſons in the Goodneſs of the. 
LOR , fipports their fainting Spirits, un er. 

the Troubles and Difficultics Which they are. 
excrciled with in the World. 


J Hall. ow, 


Fonrth!ly, Cox cr uDE with a Razel tho 
Rief, A pplication F 


A wv are the Troubles and Difficulties which: 
god Men are frequently exerciſed within this 
World, ſuch, that was it not for their Faith in 
the Goodneſs of the LORD, they would faint 
under them? Then, 


Ff, Wa ſhould endeavcut to e 
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Minds with a due Senſe of this Attribute of the 
Deity. 


Jus r and proper Notions of GOD muft 
be laid as the Foundation of all acceptable 
Worſhip to him, and of rational Satisfaction and 
Comfort in our own Minds. Unleſs we know 
GOD aright, we {hall neither ſerve him, nor 
enjoy ourielves aright; and according to my 
Apprehenſion, there is no Perfection of the Deity 
betten united to auſwer all the Ends of Religion, 
than Goodneſs, Unleſs | beheved GOD to be 
good Being one that aeiigned my Good, both 
in his Creation of, and providential Dilpenſati- 
on towards me, I could never ſincerely love 
im, not heartily ſerve him, ner readily ſubmit 
to be diſpoſed of by him, as I ought. It is really 
range whence fume Veople fetch their Notions 
of GOP, fo much to the brezudice of his Grod- 
nets, The Light of Nature diſplays GOD to 
us, as the beſt, as well as the greateſt of Beings; 
Deus otĩi us, Maximus. And Revelation, Iam 
ſure, «ppears to take a particular Care, in paint- 
ing this Tivine Attribute in the moſt lively and 
lovely Colours. When GOP ſpeaks of himſelf 
in Scyiptnre, it is in theſe Words, I am the 
LORD, the LORD GOD, merciſul and gra- 
cions, leng-uf-ring, an! abnudant in Geodneſs and 
Trath, beeping M-rcy for Thonjands, forgiving Ini- 
qui y, Tranſzr: ſton, avd Sin. | Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
and when Perſons 2nj,7zed by GOD, talk ot 
him, it is in the ſame afieciionate Strain: Ihe 
LORD is gractons and full of compaſton, ſlow 
to Anger, and of great Mercy: The LORD * 

Soo 
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good to all, and bis tender Mercies are over all bz, 


Forks. The LORD is myhb unto all them that 
call upon him, to all that call upon him in Truth: 
He will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear him; he 
alſo will bear their Cry, and will ſave them. (Pſalm 
cxlv. 8, 9, 18, 19.) It would be endleſs to enu- 
merate the Places of Scripture, which are to 
this Purpoſe., If we deſire, therefore, not to 
faint, when (in the Courſe of his Providence) 
GOD ſeeth fit to rebuke us, let us be ſure to 
lay a firm Foundation for this Belief, That 
GOD is good, infinitely good. 


Secondly, We ſhould be found diligent in 
the Uſe of all pothible Means that we may, 
through the Grace of GOD, become good Per- 
ſons. Unleſs we are good ourſelves, it is not 
our Faith in the Goodneſs of GOD, will keep 
our Spirits f-om fainting in the Day of great 
Adverſity. The LORD GOD, indeed, is @ 
Sur and a Shield: The LORD will give Grace 
Glory; no good Thing will be with-bold. But it 
is from them only he will not with-hold it, 
that walk un» rightly: [ Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11.) Upon 
the N icked be ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtoue 
and an horrible Tempeſt ; this ſhall be the Portion of 
their Cup. [Pſalm xi. 6.) GOD hath been 
fo good to us all, as to put it in our Power, by 
the ſincere Uſe of Means, (thro' the Aſhſtance 
of his Grace, which will never be denied in that 
Way) to become good; and unleſs we improve 
the Means of Grace to that End, all our Hopes 
in. and Expectations from, the Goodneſs of the 
LORD, in Times of Trial and Trouble, will 

Prove 
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prove vain and inſignificant : (Pjaln l. 1 4,13. 
Of unte GOD: Thank ging, and pay th, 
aps 


;uwto the Mos THis n Tben call un 


me in the Day of Irouble, I will deliver thee 
and thou ſhalt glorify me; but 8 the Wicked 
G{)D: ſaitb, / hat baſt thou to do, to declare 
my. Statutes, or that thou ſhnldft take my Cove. 
nent in thy Month? _ _ 


\ Thirdly, Coop Perfons ſhuld encourage 
themſelves fiom their Faith ip the Goodnc1: 
of. the EO RO, to wait on him. 


Tr1s was the Uſe that David made of his. 
Belief titerein: As foon as he hat faid, Unleſs 
he had believed, to have ſeen the Goodneſs of, 
the LORD in the Land of, the Living; he. 
aldreſſeth himſelf in a pious Sol iloquy to his 
own Soul: Wait, on the LORD; be of good 
Conrage, and he ſhall, Sengt hen thine Heart; Wait, 
Kſay, un the LORD And the ſame Uſe ſhould 
be made of the ſame Behef by all good Perſons. 


- 


.* Have I Rzcalon, on ſeriguſly examining 
my own Conſcicnce, to judge my Heart ſin— 

cere towards GOD, by a fervent Deſiye and. 
ſtuchous kndeavour to walk worthy of him, 
* to all well-pleaſing? And do I believe, and 
* that firmly, that my Life. and all my Con- 
* cerus are in the Hands of an infinitely wile 
< and good GOD, fo as that nothiug can be- 
* fal me in Life, without his Direction, Permil- 
9. fion, or Order? Why art thon then caſt down, 
g Oy Soul, how afftictive ſocyer-thy Conditicn 
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« in Life is? and ny art thou diſquieted within 
« me? Hope tlon in GOD, for I jvall yet pruije 
* Lim, who is the Health of my Countenance, an 
*«* my GOD. (Plalm xlii. 11.) Thou art ſenſi- 
ble that a good GOD, muſt have infinitely 
ue Reaſons in thus afflicting thee : His gra- 
* cp 1s Deſign, thou knoweſt, is to mortify 
* thy Luſts and Corruption more; to render 
tay Giaces more ſtrong and vigorous, to enable 
* thre to diſcern thine Inter eſt more clcarly in 
his pecial Love and Favour, and to make 
thme Evideuces for the 1 Glory, more 
* bright aud ſhin; g; and from his Goodnels, 
* when ſeri uſly conſidered, thou canſt not 
help concluding, That GOD doth not affi.ct 
thee mmeceſſarily; that he will afford thee 
ſufficient Strength to bear what he lays upon 
* thee; that he will kanctify thy Afflictions to 
thine eternal Good: znd will grant thee an 
happy Deliverance at luſt, either in this, or 
in the World to come, out of all thy Troubles: 
Be ſtill, therefore, every tiſing Pathon, ant 
let every Dmibt and Fear be quell'd. The 
* Dep caileth unto Deep, at the Noiſe of GOD's 
Water->p ts. av! ail bis Wav's and Billows ara 
gore covey ee, „t the LORD will command 
his loving Kindneſs in the Day- Time, and in the 
Night bis Song ſhall be with thee, and thy Prayer 
* wito the GOD of thy Life. (Pſalm vlii. , 8.) 
or tho' tho walkeſt thro? the Fall y of the Shadew 
* of Death fear 0 Evil, for GON will be with 
* thee, biz Rod and bis Staff will comfort thee, and 
thou {halt be ſat ĩ ed. when thou awakeſ/t, with his 

thene s, in whole Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and 
' at ert Hand there are Pleaſures ſor evey- 
” 1.0% to F 1 N I X. 


